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Defending Against 1st Degree Murder Charges
An Interview with attorney Edward Levy
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Network Legal Defense Fund Growth in 2020

Interview by Gila Hayes

Financial demands on the Legal Defense Fund were moderate 
in 2020. We drew on the Fund three times during the year, 
but its most serious use was in mid-August of 2020, when a 
member shot and killed a man in defense an intimate partner in 
her apartment.

As members know, we go to any extreme necessary to protect 
member privacy, to the extent that many of the member-in-
volved cases for which the legal defense is paid from the Legal 
Defense Fund are only mentioned in the briefest of outlines. 
We are driven to make sure that any mention given a member’s 
use of force never starts the ball rolling for a civil lawsuit or gets 
JYPTPUHS�JOHYNLZ�YLÄSLK�

Because the member we assisted in August did not have an 
attorney, his initial call launched, amongst other steps, an all-out 
KYP]L�[V�LUNHNL�VUL�VM�[OL�5L[^VYR�HɉSPH[LK�H[[VYUL`Z�PU�OPZ�
area. Because it was Friday afternoon at the height of vacation 
ZLHZVU��ZL]LYHS�VM�[OL�HɉSPH[LK�H[[VYUL`Z�^L�JVU[HJ[LK�[VSK�\Z�
[OL`�^LYL�V\[�VM�Z[H[L��(M[LY�H�Å\YY`�VM�JHSSZ��5L[^VYR�7YLZPKLU[�
Marty Hayes spoke with attorney Edward Levy of Denver, CO, 
who agreed to go to the jail and meet with the member.

A week and a half later, the member was released following 
an interview with District Attorney investigators, in which our 

TLTILY�HUK�V\Y�HɉSPH[LK�
H[[VYUL`�JSHYPÄLK�[OL�MHJ[Z�VM�
the case. In the words of the 
district attorney’s order to 
release the member, “After 
further investigation and review 
[OLYL�HYL�PUZ\ɉJPLU[�NYV\UKZ�
for the issuance of a criminal 
complaint against the defen-
dant at this time.”

What did attorney Edward 
Levy do to bring about that 
favorable result? Members will be interested in a conversation 
we recently had with Levy in which we explored that question, 
so we switch now to our familiar Q & A format.

eJournal: We were grateful when you agreed to go check in 
with our member at the jail, and we were relieved later when, 
you told us that you would be happy to represent our Network 
member. Could you tell us what you found initially?

Levy: Most people in Colorado tend to be held on the highest 
possible charge. So, when I found out that they had charged 
[OL�TLTILY�^P[O�ÄYZ[�KLNYLL�T\YKLY��T`�Z\ZWPJPVU�^HZ�[OH[�
they were still investigating the case and they wanted to make 

With the violent riots, civil unrest, public dissatisfaction, social 
hostility that characterized the year 2020, you might think that 
calls from Network members needing help funding legal repre�
sentation after self defense would have increased. To the con�
[YHY �̀�U\TILYZ�VM�TLTILY�PU]VS]LK�PUJPKLU[Z�YLTHPULK�HIV\[�
the same, entailing funding requested and provided to defend 
H�KLMLUZP]L�KPZWSH`�VM�H�ÄYLHYT��H�N\U�KYH^U�PU�WYLWHYH[PVU�
[V�MLUK�VɈ�H�JOHYNPUN�KVN�[OH[�Z\IZLX\LU[S`�^HZ�UV[�ULLKLK��
and one fatality shooting. Several other incidents occurred and 
members called and discussed their legal representation needs 
with Network President Marty Hayes, but did not result in legal 
problems for the members.

When a Network member uses force in legitimate self defense, 
the Network pays attorneys, experts, private investigators and 
any other legal defense expenses to be sure that the member 
is not convicted of a crime, and that civil litigation seeking 
damages does not prevail. The case of the member involved in 
the fatality shooting illustrates the value of immediate funding 

to get a skilled attorney on the case, determining and identify�
PUN�[OL�MHJ[Z�[OH[�ZOV^�[OL�Q\Z[PÄJH[PVU�MVY�[OL�\ZL�VM�MVYJL�HUK�
bringing that truth to the attention of prosecutors and district 
H[[VYUL`Z�[V�PUÅ\LUJL�JOHYNPUN�KLJPZPVUZ��^OPSL�JVUJ\YYLU[S`�
amassing the facts of the case to defend the use of force at 
trial, if necessary. The work of a Colorado attorney on our 
member’s behalf is reviewed in the above article, also serves to 
illustrate how the Legal Defense Fund is used.

Growing a Stronger Legal Defense Fund
The Network’s Legal Defense Fund grows with each renewal 
of membership and each new member who joins. During 2020, 
membership renewal rates remained very strong and new mem�
ber enrollment enjoyed a moderate uptick, resulting in growth 
of the Legal Defense Fund to a balance just slightly over $2.5 
million. While the Network almost certainly could have capital�
ized on the fear and panic created by riots in most of America’s 
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sure that he wasn’t going to get bond. That turned out to be 
true.

(M[LY�4HY[`�JHSSLK�TL��0�^HZ�H[�[OL�QHPS�^P[OPU�MV\Y�[V�Ä]L�OV\YZ��
By that time, the member had been transferred to the detention 
center jail where I met with him. I was only six or seven hours 
behind the detectives in terms of investigating the case. Our 
speed was the biggest and best thing that we did.

eJournal: Is that unusually fast for an attorney who is retained 
to represent someone facing serious charges?

Levy: It was unusually fast, and that speed was what won the 
case. Usually, you are at least two or three days behind. The 
person gets arrested, then they’re calling friends and family 
HZRPUN�[OLT�[V�ÄUK�HU�H[[VYUL �̀�I\[�K\YPUN�[OH[�ZHTL�[PTL��[OL�
police are working the case and getting things together so that 
they can go to court.

Because this happened on a Friday, the member was not going 
to see a judge until Monday anyway. The police had all that 
time to work the case while the defendant would usually be 
scrambling for an attorney. Here, my investigation was only a 
few hours behind them over the weekend. That was dramatic in 
terms of impacting the outcome.

I had a leg up on the case, being local, being there quickly and 
getting the client’s story about what happened. I was able to go 
meet with the member and understand the case through how 
he related the events. Because I am local, I am familiar with the 
apartment complex where the shooting occurred and that gave 
me an idea of the people that were involved. That allowed me 
to control the narrative.

I realized quickly that I had more information about what had 
occurred in the incident than the police did. That is because 
the witness had some concerns about personal liability, either 
criminal or civil, and immediately shut her mouth. The member 
did the right thing, too. He exercised his constitutional rights. 
He asked for an attorney and didn’t say anything. That was 
huge in terms of how I proceeded in the case.

When I got the police’s probable cause statement before the 
ÄYZ[�OLHYPUN��0�^HZ�HISL�[V�[HRL�^OH[�0�RUL^�WS\Z�^OH[�[OL�
WVSPJL�^LYL�^PSSPUN�[V�[LSS�TL�PU�[OH[�Z[H[LTLU[�HUK�ÄN\YL�V\[�
L_HJ[S`�^OH[�OHK�OHWWLULK��4VYL�PTWVY[HU[S �̀�P[�JVUÄYTLK�
what the client had told me. We were able to drive the narrative, 
ZPUJL�[OL�PU]LZ[PNH[VYZ�H[�[OL�+PZ[YPJ[�([[VYUL`»Z�6ɉJL�HUK�[OL�
police department didn’t know what happened in the incident.

eJournal: What was the nature of the hearing you mentioned?

Levy: It’s just an initial appearance, where the defendant is 
HK]PZLK�[OH[�OL�PZ�ILPUN�OLSK�VU�H�ÄYZ[�KLNYLL�T\YKLY�JOHYNL��
[OH[�[OL�JOHYNLZ�OH]LU»[�MVYTHSS`�ILLU�ÄSLK�`L[��HUK�[OH[�UV�
bond had been set. Usually, it is a bond appearance where the 
judge would tell him, you can post a $50,000 bond and get out, 
I\[�ILJH\ZL�P[�^HZ�H�ÄYZ[�KLNYLL�T\YKLY�JOHYNL��[OLYL�^HZ�UV�
bond available.

They had assigned it to a district court judge based on the 
seriousness of the case, so the hearing was very formal and 
had to cover all the bases; the hearing had to dot the i’s and 
cross the t’s. They had assigned a public defender to the case 
because they didn’t know that I had entered my appearance, 
and I was able to get all the information that the D.A. had given 
the public defender.

eJournal: You said the probable cause statement you got 
before that hearing matched what you had been told by our 
member. Is that unusual?

Levy: I would say that it is unusual most of the time. People 
[Y`�[V�W\[�H�KPɈLYLU[�ZWPU�VU�[OPUNZ��(�SV[�VM�[PTL��WLVWSL�^OV�
have a bad conscience, if you will, black out just as a protective 
device and they won’t relate things or on the second or so 
TLL[PUN�^P[O�[OLPY�H[[VYUL`�[OL`�^PSS�Z[HY[�[Y`PUN�[V�Z\NHY�JVH[�
what they did, instead of getting down to the meat of the issue. 

Here, the member was very honest and forthright and frank. I 
spent a considerable amount of time with him over that Friday 
and Saturday getting ready.

eJournal: We appreciated you working over the weekend! After 
Monday’s hearing, though, the authorities continued to keep 
our member in custody. What happened?

3L]`!�;OL�+PZ[YPJ[�([[VYUL`»Z�VɉJL�HZRLK�MVY�TVYL�[PTL�[V�THRL�
H�JOHYNPUN�KLJPZPVU��5VYTHSS �̀�[OL`�^V\SK�V]LYJOHYNL�YPNO[�VɈ�
the bat and then later reduce the charges, but because they 
really didn’t have any information, they asked for more time. 
Normally, they would get the time. They could tell the judge 
they wanted to hold the defendant for another 48 hours beyond 
the initial time, and those requests are routinely granted, 
especially in major felony cases.

I established some credibility with the District Attorney and 
really let them know that we were in for the long run when I 
said, “I’m not going to contest that. You go ahead and take the 
extra days and make sure you are making the right decision 
about this case.” I think that helped dramatically. They realized 
that we would be reasonable; we hadn’t gone to Def Con 1 and 
fueled the missiles.

eJournal: The downside is that with no option for bail, our 
member remained incarcerated. Under the circumstances, 
if you had pushed for a speedier charging decision, would 
he have remained in jail, anyway? In your work to keep our 
member attuned to the progress of the case, how tough was it 
to tell him he was not going home right away?

Levy: He was onboard with that. He had gotten the whole 
jailhouse story, “You’re going to be in here for a year before you 
go to trial; you’re not going to get bond; you are facing really 
serious charges.” I think the guards had him prepared for the 
long haul.

L1V\YUHS!�;V�JVU[PU\L�L_WSVYPUN�[OL�SLNHS�WYVJLZZ�¶�`V\�ÄUPZOLK�
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the initial appearance and unfortunately our member went back 
to the jail. What did you need to accomplish next?

Levy: Now I reached out to the District Attorney and I tried to 
get an idea about what they thought the case was and where 
they thought their strength was. They had approached us to 
see whether or not we would be willing to let their investigator 
interrogate the member.

I pondered that, and it literally kept me up one entire night. 
Based on the investigation and background work I had already 
done over the weekend and my understanding of the case, I 
ILSPL]LK�[OH[�^L�JV\SK�JVU[YVS�[OL�UHYYH[P]L��0�JVUÄYTLK�[OH[�
the other witness had lawyered up and hadn’t talked to the po�
lice, so I didn’t think the investigation revealed what happened 
in the incident. We would be able to go ahead and say, here is 
what happened.

That was a very tough decision! Marty had given me the phone 
number for Mas Ayoob and so I gave Mas a call and I said, 
“Hey, here is what I am thinking; here is the initial evidence 
that we have. What do you think about talking to the district 
attorney ahead of the charging decision?”

Mas was pretty forthright. He said, “You know, there are a lot 
VM�YPZRZ�PU�[OH[�I\[�[OLYL�PZ�HSZV�ZVTL�ILULÄ[��0M�`V\�[OPUR�[OH[�
you can persuade them, if nothing else, you might get a better 
charge and then you will be able to post bond.”

Then I went and talked with the member. He was onboard. 
In fact, one of his statements in the police report was that he 
wanted to tell “his side of the story” from the beginning and I 
think that is why the D.A. approached me.

We spent probably four to six hours prepping the member for 
what would be the interview of his lifetime. We were able to 
anticipate questions that the detective and the D.A. would ask, 
and I was able to focus the member on the legally relevant 
parts that would matter to the police and to the District Attor�
UL`»Z�VɉJL��;OH[�PU[LY]PL^�^HZ�^OH[�JYHJRLK�[OL�JHZL�

I contacted the District Attorney and we all met in the jail on 
Tuesday night for about a three hour interview, which obviously 
was recorded and on the record. I knew I could be playing a 
video of it to a jury. I was able to bring out all of the elements of 
[OL�ZLSM�KLMLUZL�JSHPT�HUK�OHK�[OL�VWWVY[\UP[`�[V�HZR�[OL�TLT�
ber questions. For example, the member drew a diagram of the 
HWHY[TLU[�HUK�P[�KPɈLYLK�MYVT�^OH[�0�OHK�WYL]PV\ZS`�ZLLU��HUK�
I said, “No, we’re not going to use this.” Then the police drew 
a diagram, and I looked at it and said, “Close enough” and we 
used their diagram.

By being there during the interview, I was able to essentially 
guide the member and when the detective tried to joke or 
lighten the atmosphere, I was able to keep the interview serious 
enough and relate what happened.

eJournal: Were they playing tricky interview games trying to 
elicit inculpatory statements from our member, statements on 

record that could have been inaccurate due, simply, to human 
error?

Levy: Oh, no, no. I mean that there were standard interrogation 
techniques in their questions. The idea is that the interviewer, 
the detective, can put the defendant at ease, so he might 
spontaneously say something or not be as guarded in what he 
is saying or kind of try to please someone who is friendly and 
just chatting instead of having a deadly serious conversation 
about what happened.

For example, I was able to have the member explain things, 
HUK�PM�OL�Z[HY[LK�[V�NL[�VɈ�[VWPJ��0�^HZ�HISL�[V�ZH �̀�¸3VVR��^L�
are just talking about the facts; this is like Dragnet, just the 
facts. That man over there, that is the detective that is going 
to ask you questions about what you heard, what you saw 
and things of that nature. You can answer all of those honestly 
and forthrightly. At certain times, he is going to ask you what 
you were thinking.” That was my code word, because we were 
talking about intent. I told the member, “At those time, go 
ahead and let him know what you were thinking, but other than 
that, just stick to the facts.” The member got with that pretty 
quickly.

One of the questions that I asked that was designed for the 
jury was, “At that point in time, when [name of the guy that 
was shot] moved from Point A to Point B, did you think that the 
N\UÄNO[�^HZ�V]LY&¹�6M�JV\YZL��[OL�TLTILY�ZHPK��¸5V�¹�0�RUL^�
if I was taking it to trial, I would be telling the jury about the gun 
ÄNO[�HUK�OV^�[OL�N\U�ÄNO[�VJJ\YYLK�PU�[^V�Z[HNLZ��;OL�ZOVV[�
ing really wasn’t a separate incident, it was a continuation and 
I really wanted to get that out early so that the District Attorney, 
[VV��^V\SK�YLHSPaL�[OH[�0�OHK�H�YLHSS`�NVVK�ZLSM�KLMLUZL�JSHPT�

eJournal: There will always be questions about whether the 
shooter had lower force options to stop the attack, whether 
he went too far, and all the many other “what if’s” that always 
come up an attacker is killed.

3L]`!�9PNO[��+PZ[YPJ[�H[[VYUL`Z�TPNO[�ZH`�PZ�[OH[�[OL�ÄYZ[�ZOV[�
might have been self defense, maybe even the second, but by 
[OL�[PTL�OL�NV[�[V�Ä]L�VY�ZP_��H�UL^�PU[LU[�MVYTLK��0U�H�[LU[O�VM�
a second, we go from defending ourselves to making sure that 
other guy gets killed – to the intent to murder. Attorneys are 
good at that kind of thing.

eJournal: Did you feel that the authorities played sneaky games 
to elicit a confession or misstatements that could be used to 
indict our member?

Levy: Not with me there, no. They did in their initial fact inves�
tigation. They were trying to make sure that they understood 
what had happened; they wanted to make sure that what the 
member was telling them really did match their understanding 
of the scene and what they knew about what had happened.

They had a text message that the witness had sent that I got 
from the probable cause statement and they wanted to try to 
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explore that. The concern about the text was that there might 
have been a conspiracy between the member and the witness. 
0�OHK�[V�KLI\UR�[OH[�YPNO[�VɈ�[OL�IH[�

eJournal: Is it unusual for a defense attorney to participate that 
actively – not just telling their client what not to answer, but 
actually raising subjects that needed to be discussed?

: Well, usually the interrogation is over by the time I get hired! 
Usually, the police arrest the poor guy, and he blathers for three 
hours and then they take him over to the jail, they write up a 
probable cause statement and their case is done. They have 
made their case.

Usually, any statements that my clients give are what we in the 
legal business call confessions, so it is already a done deal. It 
is unusual to be there in the investigative stage and that is why 
our speed in this case was so important.

eJournal: Did the District Attorney ever actually formally charge 
V\Y�TLTILY�^P[O�ÄYZ[�KLNYLL�T\YKLY&

3L]`!�5V��[OL�TLTILY�^HZ�IVVRLK�VU�ÄYZ[�KLNYLL�T\YKLY��0M�
^L�OHK�UV[�[HSRLK�[V�[OL�+PZ[YPJ[�([[VYUL`»Z�VɉJL��[OL`�^V\SK�
OH]L�JOHYNLK�OPT�^P[O�ÄYZ[�KLNYLL�T\YKLY�SH[LY��>OLU�[OL`�
asked me for the extension of time – which they would have 
gotten anyway – my consent to that said, “We are trying to be 
reasonable.” Once we did the interview, they said, “We’re not 
sure. Can we have yet another extension?” and that is when I 
knew the case was over.

When they couldn’t get the other witness to roll over or talk and 
they decided they didn’t have enough evidence to charge the 
witness, the case against the member fell apart because of the 
Z[YVUN�ZLSM�KLMLUZL�JSHPT�

eJournal: When you laid out all the facts in the interview with 
the District Attorney, was there nothing to support their suspi�
cion about a prior agreement to collude and kill a man?

3L]`!�5V��I\[�^OLU�0�ÄYZ[�OLHYK�[OL�Z[VY �̀�0�[OV\NO[��¸6O��T`�
goodness, I think our client is in serious trouble.” Then when I 
saw what the witness’ text message, I said, “Oh, we are really 
in trouble!” After the interview, I met with the District Attorney 
HUK�[OL�KL[LJ[P]L��T`�ÄYZ[�X\LZ[PVU�^HZ��¸(YL�`V\�NVPUN�[V�
charge the other person?” and they said, “We’re looking at it, 
but we are not sure yet.” If they had charged the witness, we 
would probably still be funding the case.

After they did an investigation of our story, they were willing 
[V�NV�^P[O�ZLSM�KLMLUZL��>OLU�[OL`�ÄN\YLK�V\[�[OH[�[OL`�KPKU»[�
have enough evidence against the witness, and our story 
^HZ�ZVSPK�PU�[LYTZ�VM�[OL�HɉYTH[P]L�KLMLUZL��[OL`�KLJPKLK�[V�
MVSK�[OLPY�JHTW�HUK�SL[�V\Y�TLTILY�NV��0�^V\SK�ZH`� �� ���
of our version of the events matched the District Attorney’s 
understanding of events. It was close enough that I’m sure 
they wouldn’t have been able to convince a jury it was not self 
defense.

eJournal: How long was it before our member was set free?

Levy: After the interview, the member was out within two days. 
They took another day to make their decision. We had another 
court appearance and the paperwork to the jail took more time 
than anything else.

eJournal: One fear members identify is being incarcerated 
during the time needed to show the criminal justice system 
[OLPY�PUUVJLUJL��SPRL�V\Y�TLTILY�^HZ��4VZ[�WLVWSL�ÄUK�[OH[�
possibility horrifying.

Levy: I don’t know anyone who has ever said that they had a 
good time in jail, but when I look at this case, what the member 
did was absolutely right. If he had and tried to explain things at 
the scene, it would have given the other witness the chance to 
torpedo his story and invent a bunch of lies. By staying silent, 
even though he ended up going into custody, I was able to 
control the narrative and get ahead of the case.

eJournal: This story’s repeating themes have been truth and 
speed. Could we have been even faster? Suppose for a mo�
ment that a client knew you in advance, shot an attacker in self 
defense, and called you to come to where they were with the 
YLZWVUKPUN�VɉJLYZ��>V\SK�[OLYL�IL�H�WYVK\J[P]L�YVSL�MVY�`V\�H[�
the scene? Would you even be allowed to talk with the client?

Levy: If that had happened here, I would have told the client 
[V�Z[H`�X\PL[�HUK�0�^V\SK�SL[�[OLT�[HRL�OPT�VɈ�[V�QHPS��;OLYL�
is nothing that I can do right at that point. The member was 
arrested by street cops; he didn’t see investigators and 
detectives until he was at the police station. There really isn’t 
anything I could do because they are in the middle of an inves�
tigation. If the client says, “I want to remain silent; I want my 
attorney present during any questioning,” that is just as good 
as me being there. If the client tells every cop, every paramedic, 
L]LY`IVK`�^OV�ZOV^Z�\W�H[�[OL�ZJLUL��JOHUJLZ�HYL�VM�[OL�Ä]L��
six or eight people who are there responding to the shooting, 
one of them is going to be honest enough to tell the court, that 
is what he said. 

eJournal: If you were on the scene, would you be sidelined, 
frozen out of the proceedings?

Levy: There is nothing I can do while they are investigating. I 
have a right to be with the client assuming that they would put 
him in custody. If he is not in custody, I am just standing next 
to him anyway. There is not much I can do. I am totally reactive 
until they start actually making charging documents and take 
OPT�VɈ�[V�J\Z[VK �̀

eJournal: A number of years ago, a member shot a man who 
broke through the home’s front door with the whole family 
OVTL��>L�OHK�HU�HTHaPUN�HɉSPH[LK�H[[VYUL`�PU�[OH[�JP[ �̀�HUK�
a few hours after we hired him, we saw news footage of him 
speaking to news cameras from the member’s front lawn, es�
sentially telling the press to pound sand. It raises the question 
^OH[��PM�HU �̀�PU[LYMLYLUJL�VY�PUÅ\LUJL�KPK�[OL�UL^Z�TLKPH�OH]L�
in your case last summer?
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Levy: We only got one line sentence in the local paper. It didn’t 
ZLLT�[V�IL�H�OPNO�WYVÄSL�JHZL��0�[OPUR�H�SV[�VM�[OH[�OHK�[V�KV�
with the nature of the man who was shot, in that he was part of 
the recreational pharmaceutical industry and I think also a lot of 
it had to do with the apartment complex. While it is not a high 
crime area, it is also not exactly low crime, either. The police 
are familiar with it and there are a lot of police contacts at that 
apartment complex.

eJournal: After our member was freed, the temptation would be 
to heave a sigh of relief and conclude, “It is over,” but I have to 
ask, is it really over?

3L]`!�>LSS��UV��;OLYL�^LYL�UL]LY�HU`�JOHYNLZ�ÄSLK�ZV�[OLYL�
wasn’t any dismissal, even without prejudice. There is no 
statute of limitations on murder. The other issue is civil, and 
so Marty told me, “Don’t relax. You might have a civil case 
coming,” and he was right, there could have been trouble from 
the deceased’s family, or from the other person involved, either 
VM�^OVT�TPNO[�KLJPKL�[V�ÄSL�H�JHZL�VY�ZLLR�YLJVTWLUZL��>L�
had to maintain vigilance.

I hired an investigator to check out the background of the 
witness and the deceased and to maintain liaison with the 
police department to see what they were doing with the investi�
gation. For a month or two afterwards we continued to monitor 
the case until we knew that the District Attorney had totally 
dropped it and the police were no longer investigating. 

eJournal: You mentioned that without dismissal of formal 
charges there’s no judicial order that prevents bringing murder 
charges later. How long might the member remain under the 
uncertainty of having to answer to murder charges?

3L]`!�0U�[OH[�OVTPJPKL�PZ�H�THQVY�MLSVU �̀�ÄYZ[�KLNYLL�T\YKLY�PZ�
a lifetime issue. As a practical matter, I would say about two 
years is the time to be concerned. Here, I think that the risk was 
that the other witness would change her mind, would decide to 
concoct a story and come in to accept responsibility for a con�
ZWPYHJ`�[V�RPSS�HU�L_�IV`MYPLUK��;OH[�JV\SK�OH]L�JH\ZLK�\Z�H�SV[�
of problems. It was unpredictable, although she had lawyered 
up and been concerned about that from day one. We also did 
not know if there was going to be a civil lawsuit, so the idea 
was to keep a lid on everything and not publicize or discuss 
anything, waiting for the statute of limitations to run out, which 
is two years in our state.

eJournal: Additionally, I’ve seen situations befall other members 
who used fairly minimal force in self defense, in which they’ve 
lost employment, promotions or new jobs, to say nothing of a 
number of other personal problems not related to the criminal 
justice system.

Levy: In the past, I have suggested to people that they go see 
therapists and consult with professional career advisors. Some 
jobs are impacted by the mere fact that there was an arrest 
and that needs to be disclosed. When you start discussing 
homicide charges, you might as well be swimming with a great 
white shark. These are impacts that come at the end of every 

shooting. Here, all charges were dismissed after a full and 
complete investigation. That is all the member will need to say 
to an employer.

eJournal: Now that a few months have passed, what are your 
impressions of the whole situation?

Levy: The big issue was the speed, and the way I was able to 
talk with him and let him know what he was facing and what 
was going on. I think the member was very glad he had the 
Network behind him and was able to call on that resource. He 
knew that he was not alone. Apparently, he did have some 
concerns, because my website is minimal, it is not some big, 
sexy website, but now he is happy with the results. With any 
client, I have to make sure that we are compatible – that I am 
acceptable to the client, and that the client is acceptable to me.

Finances are usually a big issue. Because of Network member�
ZOPW��[OH[�PZZ\L�^HZ�UL]LY�VU�[OL�[HISL"�ÄUHUJLZ�^LYL�UV[�HU�
issue for him. A lot of times attorneys have to make decisions 
YLSH[PUN�[V�ÄUHUJLZ�HUK�I\ZPULZZ��HZ�VWWVZLK�[V�KVPUN�[OL�YPNO[�
thing. Here, I did not have that dilemma. I could evaluate his 
JSHPTZ�^P[OV\[�^VYY`PUN�HIV\[�^OL[OLY�VY�UV[�OL�JV\SK�HɈVYK�
the defense.

Even then, when I talked with Marty, I had to say, “Here is what 
I think we have; here is the work that I see our defense will 
entail,” and Marty said, “It is a colorable defense. We’re good 
with that. Go for it.”  So, I said, “Well, yeah, I can certainly make 
this defense work,” and that was after meeting with the client 
literally only one time for a couple of hours.

eJournal: At any time did Marty express concern over how 
much you were spending in defense of this member? Did he 
ever imply that you might bumping up against a limit and you 
needed to close it out quickly? Did, for example, you worry 
if there were funds to pay the cost of putting your private 
PU]LZ[PNH[VY�[V�^VYR�VY�MVY�[OL�OV\YZ�`V\�W\[�PU�V]LY�[OH[�ÄYZ[�
weekend?

Levy: No, there was nothing like that at all. Marty expressed to 
me the idea of unlimited resources and that was good to hear. 
I think some attorneys might have thought, ”Let’s milk this and 
take it to trial,” but I did the right thing for the client. I got him 
out as quickly as I could. But back to your question, no, I never 
had any concern about adequacy of resources, or that I could 
not go hire experts, or do what I needed to do.

L1V\YUHS!�/V^�KPK�[OL�ÅV^�VM�L]PKLUJL�HIV\[�[OL�JHZL�^VYR&�0M��
for example, Marty or Massad needed enough detail to identify 
use of force genuinely needed in defense of innocent life, could 
you share everything with them? Did you have to restrict, sort 
through, or cherry pick which of the case materials you allowed 
them to see? 

Levy: No, I did not at all. Marty asked for my frank assessment 
of the case and I gave it to him. Massad provided more general 
guidance, and in case we needed more, he explained how 
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hiring him as an expert would work.

When I was a public defender, even in a capital case, there was 
a lot of discussion about how much of our resources we could 
use on a case. How many attorneys do you put on the case? 
,]LU�PU�[OL�W\ISPJ�KLMLUKLY»Z�VɉJL��[OLYL�HYL�X\LZ[PVUZ�HIV\[�
resource allocation. We had to ask, is there money to handle 
this case and is the value of the case worth what we were put�
ting into it? I mean, if the guy is going to lose, and it is a long, 
guilty plea, we might as well do the guilty plea quickly at the 
lowest possible cost. Here, I really felt that Marty and everyone 
was on board with doing what it took to help out the member.

eJournal: Yes, from my viewpoint and I believe I can speak for 
our vice president and our advisory board, too, in saying that is 
entirely accurate. The enthusiasm with which you shouldered 
the case came as a huge relief and we truly appreciate every�
[OPUN�`V\�KPK��@V\�OHK�ZLY]LK�HZ�H�5L[^VYR�HɉSPH[LK�H[[VYUL`�
ZPUJL�������I\[�K\L�[V�[OL�SV^�U\TILY�VM�TLTILY�PU]VS]LK�
cases, we had never had to call on you before, yet there you 
were that Friday afternoon, available to help. Furthermore, at no 
point during those initial days did we feel that you were rolling 
your eyes thinking, oh, just another criminal. You seemed to be 
as determined as we were to show that the use of deadly force 
^HZ�Q\Z[PÄHISL�

Levy: Personally, I appreciated the way we were able to do this, 
just on a handshake. I was able to tell the Network, “Here is 
what I see. I’ve got this,” and boom, Marty was saying, “Go do 
what you have to do. Here is the money, go hire investigators 
and go defend the case.” That made the Network easy to work 
with. A lot of times in capital cases, I am asked to prove my 
experience and show that I have the resources to do the case. 
(SZV��H�SV[�VM�[OL�OVTPJPKL�JHZLZ�0�NL[�HYL�KLHK�IHUN�SVZLYZ��
I\[�[OPZ�VUL�PZ�VUL�^OLYL�^L�YLHSS`�OHK�H�NVVK�ZLSM�KLMLUZL�
case.

eJournal: It has been especially interesting to hear your general 
characterizations about our member’s quickness to grasp what 
he was up against and how his truthfulness let you commit 
to the strategies you pursued – like deciding to let the district 
attorney hold their interrogation.

Levy: The member had a credible, believable story which 
turned out to be true.

eJournal: You’ve mentioned his truthfulness several times. Does 
H�SH^`LY�MLLS�KPɈLYLU[S`�^OLU�[Y\[OM\SULZZ�HUK�[OL�MHJ[Z�VM�[OL�

case indicate an innocent person?

Levy: Absolutely! I have done thousands of criminal cases, 
HUK�0�[OPUR�0�JV\SK�TH`IL�JV\U[�Ä]L�^OV�0�[OV\NO[�^LYL�[Y\S`�
PUUVJLU[�HUK�^YVUNM\SS`�HJJ\ZLK�PU�[OL�ÄYZ[�WSHJL�HUK�[OPZ�^HZ�
VUL�VM�[OL�Ä]L�

The answer to your question all goes to the amount of work you 
put into a case and the amount of belief you have in the client. 
-VY�L_HTWSL��PM�`V\�OH]L�H�ZL_�VɈLUKLY�JHZL��HUK�`V\�RUV^�
what the outcome will be no matter what you do; you don’t 
necessarily work as hard because you are not as emotionally 
involved and trying to correct the injustice. Here, there was an 
injustice that needed correcting and the right thing to do was 
to get the member out as quickly as possible with the charges 
dropped, as opposed to thinking, “Oh, let’s go get a trial victory 
ILJH\ZL�^L�HZZLY[LK�HU�HɉYTH[P]L�KLMLUZL�¹

eJournal: I think your experience with our member last summer 
YLÅLJ[Z�[OL�IPNNLY�[Y\[O�HIV\[�VM�V\Y�TLTILYZ�[OH[�PZ�PSS\Z[YH[LK�
by the low number of times members have used force in self 
defense. Of the 26 times we’ve paid attorneys and experts to 
protect our members’ rights after self defense, all were resolved 
to the member’s satisfaction without going to trial.

Maybe I shouldn’t even put that into words, because it is very 
much a sword of Damocles hanging over my head! Of course, 
[OL�M\[\YL�HSTVZ[�JLY[HPUS`�OVSKZ�H�JVTWSL_�ZLSM�KLMLUZL�
PUJPKLU[�PU]VS]PUN�H�TLTILY�PU�H�WVSP[PJHSS`�OVZ[PSL�SVJH[PVU�[OH[�
will indeed have to be defended court. Justice will require the 
decision of a judge and jury. That hasn’t yet happened in 12 
`LHYZ��[OV\NO��^OPJO�KVLZ�ZWLHR�]VS\TLZ�HIV\[�V\Y�^LSS�
trained, conservative, careful Network members.

For now, your experience with a member truthfully stating the 
MHJ[Z�VM�H�Q\Z[PÄHISL�\ZL�VM�MVYJL�PUJPKLU[�HSSV^PUN�`V\�[V�IYPUN�
your legal defense skills into play and accomplish a good out�
come is a repeat of about two dozen other situations involving 
members. Thank you for being there for all of us.

__________

Learn more about Edward Levy at his website http://atlaslawpc.
JVT�HUK�PM�`V\�ZOV\SK�OHWWLU�[V�Y\U�PU[V�[OPZ�HɉSPH[LK�H[[VYUL`�
H[�H�WYV�N\U�L]LU[��WSLHZL�IL�Z\YL�[V�[OHUR�OPT�MVY�OPZ�LɈVY[Z�VU�
our behalf.


